SILVER UP  TO  DATE.
CHAPTER I. THE ORIGIN OF THE SILYEE QUESTION.
ALL the best known writers on Political Economy have treated of the nature and functions of money. Without examining their theories very closely, it will nevertheless be just as well to start with some clear understanding as to what money, as represented by gold and silver, either coined or in the form of bullion, really is, particularly as an idea seems to be prevalent that there is something approaching a halo of sanctity surrounding these two precious metals.
Put very briefly, money is simply a commodity, which is readily accepted in every part of the civilised world in exchange for any other commodity. In its simple form of bullion, it must be carefully weighed and assayed before it can meet with such acceptance, and to save time as well as trouble, therefore, the various Governments of the world have affixed their stamp upon pieces of gold and silver, which is a full guarantee both as to their weight and quality. Gold and silver as such are amongst the most useless metals,
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